
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 8 November 2012] 

 p8215c-8216a 
Mr J.R. Quigley; Mr J.H.D. Day; Mr J.H.D. Day 

 [1] 

INHERITANCE (FAMILY AND DEPENDANTS PROVISION) AMENDMENT BILL 2012 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 14 August. 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [10.19 am]: I rise on behalf of the opposition to support the Inheritance 
(Family and Dependants Provision) Amendment Bill 2012. Of course, it was early last year that we had the 
Inheritance (Family and Dependants Provision) Amendment Bill 2011, which amended the act to give 
stepchildren not properly provided for by a testator the ability, as had the natural children, to make an application 
for a distribution of the estate to a maximum prescribed amount. This was necessary because mixed marriages 
have become more prevalent, especially in the last 20 years. When I say “mixed marriages”, in the old days that 
meant marriages between people of different faiths, but today mixed marriages are when the parties to the 
marriage have children by a previous union, either exnuptial children from a previous union or children from a 
previous marriage. The bill sought to give those children the capacity to claim on the estate. Then there was a 
difficulty with the definition of “stepchild”, which this bill now seeks to clarify, and does. The real issue was 
whether a child of a de facto partner of the deceased of a de facto partner, including the former de facto partner, 
was one in whose favour the court could make an order under this act. This bill clarifies that situation in favour 
of those stepchildren, and so the opposition is wholly supportive of this amending legislation. I need not say any 
more on it.  
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [10.20 am] — in reply: I thank the opposition and 
the member for Mindarie for their support and their expeditious consideration of the Inheritance (Family and 
Dependants Provision) Amendment Bill 2012. I do not need to go over the purposes of it any further, as that was 
all outlined in the second reading speech. It will probably not be of benefit to a large number of people, but 
certainly a number of people will be affected by these provisions. Those who will be benefited by it, I am sure 
will be appreciative of it being considered expeditiously by this Parliament. 

Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time on motion by Mr J.H.D. Day (Minister for Planning) and passed. 
 


	INHERITANCE (FAMILY AND DEPENDANTS PROVISION) AMENDMENT BILL 2012
	Second Reading
	Third Reading


